
Third Sunday of Advent 

11 December 2022 

Reading 1 Is 35:1-6a, 10 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10. 

Reading 2 Jas 5:7-10 

Gospel Mt 11:2-11 

  

Brothers and Sisters, 

In our present world, we spend a lot of time looking for and talking about the G.O.A.T. – the greatest 
athlete of all time, of a particular sport and in sports in general.  The argument for a particular individual 
is not just based on the person’s pure athletic ability, but also on what they accomplished using that 
ability. 

Being the fastest runner, the highest jumper, the best hands or the strongest really does not mean a lot, 
if they did not accomplish much with those talents.  

Did they meet or exceed the expectations of those involved, either as a player or from the spectator’s 
point of view?  Did they surpass the marks set by those that came before them? 

Adam and Eve loved to listen for God’s footsteps as He came walking, and when they heard Him coming 
— step, step, step — they would run to Him and tell Him everything in their minds. God would tell them 
what He was thinking, too! 

That was until they were expelled from the Garden of Eden because they ate fruit from the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

It is not until we hear of Enoch, a great grandson who is seven times removed from Adam, that we will 
again hear of someone who walked with God. 

In Genesis 5: 24, we hear – “Enoch walked with God, and he was no longer here, for God took 

him.” Enoch was one of the two people recorded in the Bible who did not die but were taken up into 

heaven by God, the other being Elijah (2 Kings 2:11). 

But what does walk with God really mean? 

There are three main actions involved in walking with God. One is trust in God or faith in Him. 

In the same way, any person today who desires to walk with God must have a true faith in Him. God 
does not walk with unbelievers. 

He walks with His saved people. Indeed, their faith in Him and in His Son is not a one-time act, but a 
daily, ever-present attitude. We should walk with God by faith each day and moment.  

The second is it involves fellowship or communion with God. When two friends walk together, they do 
so to enjoy each other’s company. They find delight in sharing their thoughts and experiences. 

They speak together, laugh together, and commiserate together. They confide in each other — often at 
a deep level. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/35?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/146?6
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/james/5?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/11?2
https://www.compellingtruth.org/Enoch-Elijah.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%202.11


That’s also how it should be when we walk with God. And no doubt this was true of Enoch. 

He confided in God. He spoke to God. He expressed His love for God, His need of God, and His 
dependence on God. 

The one Person who walked closest to God on earth was unquestionably His own Son, Jesus Christ. He 
enjoyed perfect communion with God. It was a most intimate fellowship the Savior had with His Father. 

 Jesus desired and needed that fellowship, and therefore would regularly draw apart from the crowds 
and His own disciples to spend time with His Father. 

Walking with a friend involves two-way communication — speaking and listening to one another. 

The same is true for walking with God. It involves our speaking with God — which we do, and which 
Enoch did, and even Jesus did, by means of prayer. 

But fellowship with God also demands listening to Him — which we do, and which Enoch did, and even 
Jesus did, by meditating on God’s revealed Word and will. 

A Christian cannot walk with God unless he is faithful in prayer and diligent in the reading of God’s 
Word. 

The third and equally necessary element of walking with God is obedience. The apostle John emphasized 
that in 1 John 1:6: “If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie, and do not 
practice the truth.”  

One cannot walk with God and live in sin. 

Because of our brokenness, we, God’s people, still sin — even daily. Yes, the best of saints have but a 
small beginning of true obedience, and such sin hinders our walk with God. 

Even so, we can still walk with Him, when we confess our sins and receive His forgiveness and seek to 
abide by His will.  That is the blessing of the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Last Rites. 

We can be sure that Enoch — who was a sinner, no doubt — needed to confess His sins daily as he 
walked with God. 

But as a forgiven sinner he had the desire and will to obey God. The overall pattern of His life was one of 
pleasing God. 

Enoch, we might say set the bar, for us. 

Noah would follow, Enoch’s great grandson. The name Noah means “rest or comfort.” 

Now ten generations removed from Adam we hear – “Noah walked with God.” 

In the Gospel, we hear Jesus reminding us of the words he spoke in Capernaum and that they were 
being fulfilled that day. 

"Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
the blind regains their sight, 
the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, 
and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. 
And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me." 

http://bib.ly/1Jo1.6


St. Paul reminds us that we must be patient – both in the sufferings of our lives and for the second 
coming of Jesus.  We are being called to endeavor to persevere – just as those who awaited Jesus’ first 
coming, which we will celebrate in two weeks. 

We need to remember the perseverance of Job and we must trust that the Lord is “compassionate and 
merciful.” 

That is the real joy that we celebrate this Sunday. 

As Pope Francis wrote in "On Faith": 

Remember this always: faith is walking with Jesus, and it is a walk that lasts a lifetime. At the end there 
shall be the definitive encounter. 

Certainly, at some moments on the journey, we feel tired and confused. But the faith gives us the 
certainty of Jesus’ constant presence in every situation, even the most painful or difficult to understand. 

 We are called to walk in order to enter ever more deeply into the mystery of the love of God, which 
reigns over us and permits us to live in serenity and hope. 

If we place our faith and trust in God, take time to walk with God, and listen to God, just as Jesus 
showed us, then a place in His father’s house that Jesus has prepared awaits us. 

As we approach the altar to receive the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, give us the grace we need to desire to keep the faith, the fellowship and obedience so boldly 
demonstrated by your Son, Jesus. 

Amen!  

 


